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Manitowoc, WI – Five years ago on Thanksgiving Day, Michael Joseph 
Oswald was mugged by two teenagers in Bogotá, Colombia. One 
quick slice of a switchblade left him with an inoperative small finger, 
prompting a premature return home.  Seeking safer travel, Oswald 
retreated to some of the United States’ most treasured possessions—
its National Parks. Four years later he formed a publishing company, 
Stone Road Press, and released its first title. Today, Oswald is giving 
thanks for the success of that book, Your Guide to the National Parks. 
On November 14, 2013, it received the National Outdoor Book Award 
(NOBA) for best Adventure Guidebook.

When Oswald left for the parks, his primary goal was to 
commune with nature. During that process, he soon realized 
most visitors only went as far as their cars and there wasn’t a 
comprehensive guidebook on the market to tell them otherwise. 
How can anyone appreciate the true magnificence of these places
—Yosemite Valley, the Grand Canyon, Crater Lake—while 
bound to a car?

Oswald’s work has garnered considerable praise. OnWisconsin 
Magazine said “Your Guide to the National Parks: The complete 
Guide to All 58 National Parks is quite frankly, amazing.” It also 
won the Ben Franklin Award and ForeWord Reviews Book of the 
Year Award, and was runner-up for the Bill Fisher Award.

Michael Joseph Oswald is working on his next project while 
continuing to promote his first. His finger, while still attached, is 
now strictly for show. Its tendons are severed, rendering it relatively 
useless, even for typing.

Additional Resources
Stone Road Press
National Outdoor Book Awards
Benjamin Franklin Awards
ForeWords Reviews Book of the Year Awards
Amazon
GoodReads

###

For more information, or to schedule an interview with Michael 
Oswald, please call Michael at (414) 828-6346 or send an e-mail 
to mike@stoneroadpress.com.
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About the Book

More than 530 color images, 140 easy-to-read 
maps, and 55 hiking tables make this guide to 
America’s most scenic wilderness  areas—all 58 na-
tional parks—the most appealing, comprehensive, 
and indispensable book of its kind.

Your Guide provides step-by-step itineraries, kid-
friendly activities, and all of the most popular 
ranger programs to help plan your family vacation. 
Thousands of hotels, restaurants, and attractions 
beyond the parks as well as 11 suggested road 
trips make it the ultimate dashboard companion. 
Exhaustive activity information, including hiking 
tables, easy-to-find trailhead markers, outfitter details, 
and backpacking essentials, serves as blueprint for an 
adventure of a lifetime. With something for everyone 
this is Your Guide to the National Parks.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Michael Joseph Oswald (born June 18, 1980) is an 
award-winning American travel writer. In 2003 
he graduated from the University of Wisconsin–
Madison with degrees in electrical 
engineering and chemistry.
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