
Big Bend National Park Trip Assistant

Maps
Big Bend National Park Map: PDF | JPG
Region: PDF | JPG

Google Map w/ Trails and Attractions

All 63 National Parks Map: PDF | JPG
Southern National Park Service Units Map: PDF | JPG

Highlights
Chisos Mountains
Santa Elena Canyon
Boquillas Canyon
Primitive Roadside Campsites
Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive
Old Maverick Road
River Road (4x4)

How Much Time?
It takes some effort to get 
here, so you ought to plan 
on sticking around for a 
while! If it’s summer, you 
want to hang out in the 
Chisos Mountains, explor-
ing the South Rim.

Hit the highlights. Regard-
less when you visit, the 
Chisos Mountains area 
should be priority 1. Then 
move on to the canyons 
on each end of the park. 
Mix in Mariscal too, if you 

have a 4x4. And, i fthat’s 
the case and you don’t 
mind primitive camping, 
consider giving it a go. 
There are some fantas-
tic sites here. And you’ll 
experience some of the 
country’s darkest skies!

It wouldn’t be difficult to 
spend an enjoyable week 
hiking here. Big Bend 
Ranch State Park is worth 
checking out too. And 
then you can go across the 
border into Mexico.

Need to Know
• Reservations are required for 

campsites (except a handful of 
primitive roadside campsites).

• Come prepared. There’s a gas 
station and camp stores in the 
park, but you really want to 
bring everything you need.

• This is an excellent off-roading 
park. Here, you really need 
to be prepared! Be ready for 
self-rescue or have a reliable 
communication device. A tow 
will cost you some serious $!

http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/BIBE.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/BIBE.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/BIBE_R.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/BIBE_R.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1R8k3cF9IfjfU6knuY7AQNFnFkwFOAzE&usp=sharing
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/South_Region.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/South_Region.jpg
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Big%20Bend%20National%20Park&entity_id=2584&entity_type=recarea&inventory_type=camping&inventory_type=day%20use&inventory_type=rec%20areas&parent_asset_id=2584


Road Trip
Here’s a Google Map to help plan road trips from the east 
(Houston, TX), north (Carlsbad Caverns), and west (El Paso, 
TX). It’s a good start, but I’d highly recommend making your 
own.

There’s much more to our country. Here’s another Google 
Map with points of interest across all types of public land.

For campers, here’s a Google Map with National Forest 
campgrounds. National Park campgrounds are difficult to 
reserve (there are about 200!). With nearly 5,000 national 
forest campgrounds, you can usually pull in and find a spot.

Highlights
Brazos Bend State Park (TX)
The Alamo (TX)
River Walk (TX)
Garner State Park (TX)
Kickapoo Cavern SP (TX)
Devil’s River (TX)
Seminol Canyon SP (TX)

Balmorhea SP (TX)
Davis Mountains SP (TX)

Fort Leaton SHS (TX)
Big Bend Ranch SP (TX)

South Padre Island and Star-
base, TX (if there’s a rocket 
launch) are worth consider-
ing, but it’s a drive.

When To Go

Weather Visitation

Favorite Trails
Easy
Santa Elena Canyon
Ward Spring
Ernst Tinaja
Hot Springs

Moderate
Dog Canyon
Devil’s Den

Grapevine Hills
Lost Mine
Window
Boquillas Canyon
Ore Terminal

Strenuous
South Rim
Mariscal Canyon
Marufo Vega
Emory Peak

Activities
Hiking
Backpacking
Biking
Paddling/Rafting
Stargazing
Birdwatching

See this Google Map for 
pins to favorite trails and 
attractions.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1kTPavzsoFWYQ83meiuhZDANfrHq-6Yo&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1kfCJtlegb7Af4Fl90dAK2E1SbfZXHTs&usp=sharing
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/brazos-bend
https://www.thealamo.org/
https://www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/garner
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/kickapoo-cavern
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/devils-river
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/seminole-canyon
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/balmorhea
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/davis-mountains
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/fort-leaton
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/big-bend-ranch
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/santa-elena-canyon-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/ward-spring-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/ernst-tinaja-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/big-bend-hot-springs-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/dog-canyon-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/devils-den-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/balanced-rock-via-grapevine-hills-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/lost-mine-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/the-window-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/boquillas-canyon-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/ore-terminal-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/south-rim-trail-loop
https://www.alltrails.com/explore/recording/mariscal-canyon-rim-trail-49afa3a
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/marufo-vega-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/emory-peak-trail
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1R8k3cF9IfjfU6knuY7AQNFnFkwFOAzE&usp=sharing

