
Great Smoky Mountains National Park Trip Assistant

Maps
Great Smoky Mountains National Park Map: PDF | JPG
Region: PDF | JPG

Google Map w/ Trails, Attractions, and Outfitters

All 63 National Parks Map: PDF | JPG
Eastern National Park Service Units Map: PDF | JPG

Highlights
Cade’s Cove
Roaring Fork Motor Nature Trail
Kuwohi (Clingmans Dome)
Newfound Gap
Heintooga Road
Ocanaluftee Visitor Center
Mingus Mill
Tail of the Dragon (US-129)

How Much Time?
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park is one 
place you really need to 
know what you’re getting 
yourself into. The north 
entrance (Gatlinburg/
Pigeon Forge/Sevierville) 
is one massive tourist 
trap. Some people love 
it. Some people don’t. If 
you love that sort of thing 
you’ll want a few days just 
to spend goofing around 
there. If you don’t, I’d 
recommend accessing 
the park from other areas 
(Townsend, Wears Valley). 
Spend your nights in/near 

the quieter corners of the 
park too.

While one day isn’t near-
ly enough to really get 
to know the Smokies, 
it should be plenty to 
drive through (especially 
if you’re at Cades Cove 
when the gates open).

You could spend weeks 
hiking here. Check out 
the favorite trails list. Con-
sider hiking up to Mount 
LeConte via Alum Cave 
(steep) or Boulevard trails 
and spending the night 
at LeConte Lodge (must 
reserve extremely early).

Need to Know
• You’ll need to get a Parking Tag 

to park longer than 15 minutes.

• Great Smoky Mountains is the 
most visited National Park and 
the only park to receive more 
than 10 million annual visitors. 
Expect it to be crowded from 
May through October.

• Popular spots like Cades Cove, 
Roaring Fork, Alum Cave, and 
Kuwohi (Clingmans Dome) are 
busy. Visit early, late, or in the 
offseason, or come prepared 
with plenty of patience.

• If you’d like to see the synchro-
nous fireflies (June), you must 
win a lottery.

http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/GRSM.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/GRSM.jpg
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/GRSM_R.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/GRSM_R.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1vq_xn2Pv1iR2RBbPtmMkOhtOPockU4I&usp=sharing
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/East_Region.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/East_Region.jpg
https://lecontelodge.com/
https://www.recreation.gov/activitypass/AP2510
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/233374


Road Trip
Here’s a Google Map to help plan road trips from the east 
(Asheville, NC), north (Lexington, KY), west (Nashville, TN), 
and south (Congaree). It’s a good start, but I’d highly recom-
mend making your own.

There’s much more to our country. Here’s another Google 
Map with points of interest across all types of public land.

For campers, here’s a Google Map with National Forest 
campgrounds. National Park campgrounds are difficult to 
reserve (there are about 200!). With nearly 5,000 national 
forest campgrounds, you can usually pull in and find a spot.

Highlights
Blue Ridge Parkway

Tallulah Gorge SP (GA)
Black Rock Mtn SP (GA)
Gorges State Park (NC)

Burgess Falls SP (TN)
Tail of the Dragon (TN)

Red River Gorge (KY)
Natural Tunnel SP (VA)

When To Go

Weather Visitation

Favorite Trails
Easy
Indian Creek
Laurel Falls (closed for 2025)
Mingo Falls

Moderate
Charlie’s Bunion
Spruce Flat Falls
Andrew’s Bald
Grotto Falls
Kuwohi (Clingman’s Dome)

Mouse Creek Falls
Little Cataloochee
Rainbow Falls
Hen Wallow Falls

Strenuous
Alum Cave
Chimney Tops
Gregory Bald
Ramsey Cascades
Rocky Top
Mount Cammerer

Activities
Hiking
Backpacking
Biking
Paddling
Fishing
Horseback Riding

See this Google Map for 
pins to area outfitters of-
fering tours and rentals as 
well as all favorite trails and 
attractions.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1z2zqi1kImt8Q6JePHVVgNIBEm1hasik&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1kfCJtlegb7Af4Fl90dAK2E1SbfZXHTs&usp=sharing
https://www.nps.gov/blri/
https://gastateparks.org/TallulahGorge
https://gastateparks.org/BlackRockMountain
https://www.ncparks.gov/state-parks/gorges-state-park
https://tnstateparks.com/parks/burgess-falls
https://tailofthedragon.com/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/dbnf/recreation/recarea/?recid=39458
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/natural-tunnel
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/north-carolina/deep-creek-loop-and-indian-creek-loop-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/laurel-falls--2
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/north-carolina/mingo-falls-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/charlies-bunion-via-appalachian-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/spruce-flats-falls-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/north-carolina/andrews-bald-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/grotto-falls-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/north-carolina/clingmans-dome-observation-tower-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/north-carolina/mouse-creek-falls-via-big-creek-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/north-carolina/little-cataloochee-trail--2
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/rainbow-falls-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/gabes-mountain-trail-to-hen-wallow-falls
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/alum-cave-trail-to-mount-leconte
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/chimney-tops-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/gregory-ridge-trail-to-gregory-bald
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/ramsey-cascades-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/rocky-top-via-anthony-creek-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/tennessee/mount-cammerer-via-appalachian-trail
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1vq_xn2Pv1iR2RBbPtmMkOhtOPockU4I&usp=sharing

