
Guadalupe Mountains National Park Trip Assistant

Maps
Guadalupe Mountains National Park Map: PDF | JPG

Google Map w/ Trails and Attractions

All 63 National Parks Map: PDF | JPG
Southern National Park Service Units Map: PDF | JPG

Highlights
McKittrick Canyon (Day-use only)
Pine Springs
Williams Ranch (4x4)
Salt Basin Dunes (Day-use only)
US-62 (there are some excep-
tional views and rest areas along 
the highway)

How Much Time?
This little collection of 
National Parks (Guada-
lupe Mountains, Carls-
bad Caverns, and White 
Sands) doesn’t require a 
ton of time. Here, if you 
enjoy hiking, you focus 
on Guadalupe Peak, 
Devil’s Hall, and Perm-
ian Reef (not necessarily 
in that order). McKittrick 
Canyon is good too. 
One night is what I do 
now. But, if you want to 
see each area, it takes 

more time. Salt Basin 
Dunes, Williams Ranch, 
Pine Springs, McKittrick 
Canyon, and Dog Can-
yon all have their own 
access roads, and take 
quite a bit of time just 
to reach, much less 
explore, even though 
the park isn’t all that big 
(considering you’re in 
Texas :). If you’re adding 
Big Bend to this trip, 
I’d maximize your time 
there, and do this with a 
little more haste.

Need to Know
• It gets busy here around spring 

break and again in fall when leaves 
start to change.

• You need to get a key from the visi-
tor center to drive to Williams Ranch 
(4x4).

• If you’re also going to White Sands 
while you’re out here (which is a 
very good idea), skip Salt Basin 
Dunes. It’s a long drive and usually 
very windy on that side of the moun-
tain range. You’ll see plenty of white 
sand at White Sands.

http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/GUMO.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/GUMO.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1_vzOj6PbF3O8v5EvcgI2PAjWXvQSD1Y&usp=sharing
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/South_Region.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/South_Region.jpg


Road Trip
Here’s a Google Map to help plan road trips from the north-
east (Carlsbad Caverns), west (White Sands), and south (Big 
Bend). It’s a good start, but I’d highly recommend making 
your own.

There’s much more to our country. Here’s another Google 
Map with points of interest across all types of public land.

For campers, here’s a Google Map with National Forest 
campgrounds. National Park campgrounds are difficult to 
reserve (there are about 200!). With nearly 5,000 national 
forest campgrounds, you can usually pull in and find a spot.

Highlights
Organ Mountains-Desert 
Peaks NM (NM)
Franklin Mountains SP (TX)
Hueco Tanks SP (TX)

Balmorhea SP (TX)
Davis Mountains SP (TX)

Everyone in this area likes to 
say, “if you’re here, you’re 
here for the park.” It’s kind 
of true. The region is pretty 
desolate, but there’s oil and 
El Paso, and a few nearby 
attractions. And, twice a 
year you can tour the Trinity 
Site. There are some petro-
glyphs. Whether they’re 
by modern man or ancient 
man, I’m not sure.

When To Go

Weather Visitation

Favorite Trails
Moderate
Devil’s Hall
McKittrick Canyon

Strenuous
Guadalupe Peak
Permian Reef
Lost Peak
The Bowl

Activities
Hiking
Backpacking
Stargazing
Horseback Riding

See this Google Map for 
pins to favorite trails and 
attractions.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1vhgt0M3IQa5Odo4TRZMth7WqTlKGNWY&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1kfCJtlegb7Af4Fl90dAK2E1SbfZXHTs&usp=sharing
https://www.blm.gov/visit/omdp
https://www.blm.gov/visit/omdp
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/franklin-mountains
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/hueco-tanks
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/balmorhea
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/davis-mountains
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/devils-hall
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/mckittrick-canyon-trail-to-hunter-line-shack
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/guadalupe-peak-texas-highpoint-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/permian-reef-trail--2
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/tejas-trail-mckittrick-canyon-trail-and-dog-canyon-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/texas/the-bowl-and-hunter-peak-via-frijole-and-bear-canyon-trails
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1_vzOj6PbF3O8v5EvcgI2PAjWXvQSD1Y&usp=sharing

