
Mesa Verde National Park Trip Assistant

Maps
Mesa Verde National Park Map: PDF | JPG
Chapin Mesa: PDF | JPG
Wetherill Mesa: PDF | JPG
Morefield Campground: PDF | JPG

Google Map w/ Trails and Attractions

All 63 National Parks Map: PDF | JPG
Southwestern NPS Units Map: PDF | JPG

Highlights
Cliff Palace
Balcony House
Long House
Step House
Square Tower House
Spruce Tree House
Sun Temple
Kodak House
Rock Canyon Tower View

How Much Time?
Touring Mesa Top Loop, 
Cliff Palace Loop, and 
Wetherill Mesa in a day 
is doable. If you want to 
read every sign and see 
every site, then you’d 
need a bit more.

The main contingency 
in amount of time spent 
here is cliff dwelling 

tours. (Reservations are 
required.) They’re all 
worth doing and each 
one takes about 1-2 
hours.

Personally, I feel like 
you’re better off trying 
to maximize time in the 
Rockies to the east or 
southern Utah to the 
west.

Need to Know
• Reservations are required for cliff 

dwelling tours.

• None of the cliff dwelling tours are 
easy. You’re hiking to a settlement 
built into a cliff’s alcove. They all 
involve a ladder or two and a fair 
amount of elevation gain.

• Spruce Tree House can be toured 
on your own, when it’s open (unfor-
tunately it’s been closed for years).

http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE_CM.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE_CM.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE_WM.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE_WM.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE_MC.pdf
http://stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/MEVE_MC.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1zijM-KPCnq2deGywqQszp8RBWUQc4yM&usp=sharing
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/All_Parks.jpg
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/Southwest_Region.pdf
http://www.stoneroadpress.com/maps3.5/Southwest_Region.jpg
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/233362
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/233362


Road Trip
Here’s a Google Map to help plan road trips from the east 
(Great Sand Dunes), north (Black Canyon of the Gunnison), 
west (Canyonlands), and south (Petrified Forest). It’s a good 
start, but I’d highly recommend making your own.

There’s much more to our country. Here’s another Google 
Map with points of interest across all types of public land.

For campers, here’s a Google Map with National Forest 
campgrounds. National Park campgrounds are difficult to 
reserve (there are about 200!). With nearly 5,000 national 
forest campgrounds, you can usually pull in and find a spot.

Highlights
Treasure Falls (CO)
(Rio Grande NF)

Mount Sneffels (CO)
Ice Lake/Island Lake (CO)
Million Dollar Highway (CO)
(San Juan NF)

Hovenweep NM (CO)

Canyon de Chelly NM (AZ)
Ship Rock (NM)
Ah-Shi-Sle-Pah (NM)
Angel Peak (NM)

Not-so-much the Mesa 
Verde area, but everywhere 
around it is awesome. I 
don’t know enough yet. 
Google Maps is your friend!

When To Go

Weather Visitation

Favorite Trails
Easy
Montezuma Valley Overlook

Moderate
Petroglyph Point
Point Lookout
Prater Ridge

Activities
Cliff Dwelling Tours
Hiking
Cross-country Skiing

See this Google Map for 
pins to favorite trails and 
attractions.

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1G46q8clyZXuV_dibxmAjDjyr3wZnKc0&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1oCkx2mn-7tREbyjzCk-sZwfBFpuwnMU&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1kfCJtlegb7Af4Fl90dAK2E1SbfZXHTs&usp=sharing
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/treasure-falls-trail
https://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/mount-sneffels-via-blue-lakes-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/island-lake-via-ice-lakes-trail
https://www.colorado.com/ouray/transportation/scenic-historic-byways/million-dollar-highway
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan
https://www.nps.gov/hove/
https://www.nps.gov/cach/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nnlandmarks/site.htm?Site=SHRO-NM
https://www.blm.gov/visit/ah-shi-sle-pah-wilderness
https://www.blm.gov/visit/angel-peak-scenic-area
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/petroglyph-point-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/mesa-verde-point-lookout-trail
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/prater-ridge-trail
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/233362
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1zijM-KPCnq2deGywqQszp8RBWUQc4yM&usp=sharing

